Matfen Parish Council

Ward 1 – Fenwick, Ingoe, Ryal.  Ward 2 – Matfen


DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO COUNCIL APPROVAL

Minutes of the meeting held in Matfen Village Hall on Monday 28th November 2011 at 7.00pm

Present:  Mr Robin Douglass, Chairman of the Council together with Mrs Ann Gregory-Smith, Mr Richard Barkes, Mr John Telford and Mr Frank Robson
In Attendance: 
Mrs Mandy Senior (Clerk)

0242.
Apologies for Absence – Cllr Toby Gibson and County Cllr Mrs V Jones
0243.
Declarations of interest.  None. 
0244.
Minutes of the meeting held on 26th September 2011.  It was proposed by Mrs Ann Gregory Smith, seconded by Mr John Telford and AGREED to accept the minutes as an accurate record.
0245.
Matters Arising.

a) Matfen Piers Junction. Minute 0230a refers.  Mrs Veronica Jones had received no response from Dick Phillips regarding the results of the traffic survey. Mrs Jones will contact Mr Phillips for analysis of the results and plans for action.
b) National Bike Race. Minute 0230b refers.  Email received from Peter Harrison, the organiser of the National Bike Race to arrange a meeting with all parties concerned. The meeting will be attended by Inspector R Brayshaw who has been seconded from West Yorkshire Police force by ACPO to work on major cycle events in the UK. He will explain the legal position with regards cycle racing on the Highways and the Cycle Racing on the Highways Act which is an Act of Parliament. Dick Phillips will also be a the meeting representing Northumberland County Council as they are responsible for issuing 16aTraffic Restriction Orders and agreeing to all events taking part on the Highway.  Mrs Senior will arrange the meeting.  
c) Pedestrian Footbridge.     Minute 0210h refers.  Mr Rickitt, NCC had responded stating that the ownership of the footbridge had proved more complex than he had hoped and he is now at a bit of an impasse.  It needs research into the wording of the obligations imposed in the Whittle Dean Waterworks Act 1845 as amended.  Unfortunately, NCC does not have the man power to look into this at the moment.  He advises the Parish Council to regard the footbridge as NWL’s responsibility until proven otherwise.   It was agreed to write to NWL advising that the bridge is in a dangerous condition and to arrange repairs immediately.  A resident had recently fallen and NWL will be asked for confirmation that they are insured if someone falls on the bridge.  
d) Tree works.  Minute 0230e refers.  Mrs Gregory Smith advised that the residents had been asked to replant the trees and they are working with the Planning Enforcement Officer to plant appropriate replacements.  Mrs Gregory Smith will speak to the resident for an update.
e) Signs.  Minute 0230g refers.  NCC is yet to review their policy regarding signage which will cover the whole of Northumberland.  NCC Planning Dept had suggested a composite sign at the Matfen Piers Junction.  Planning permission would be required for this.  

f) New Footpath, Matfen Green.  Minute 240 refers.  The new footpath from the Village green to Southside had been created.  It was agreed to write to Mrs Jones and thank her for arranging this.

g) Public Toilets.  Minutes 0239a refers.  Mrs Altay had resigned as the cleaner of the toilets due to medical problems.  The Parish Council has yet to provide a replacement which is proving difficult.  It was agreed to contact specialist Cleaning companies to request a quote.  Mr Telford advised that he had met the plumber who had been trying to repair the automatic soap dispenser in the toilets which was proving difficult.  They had suggested installing a separate liquid soap dispenser on the wall beside the wash basin.  They also suggested installing a thermostatically controlled heater in the toilet which would prevent the cistern from freezing in the winter.  Mrs Senior will NCC with these suggestions.

h) Ryal Village Green.  Minute 228 refers.  
· Mr Douglass, Mr Robson and Mrs Gregory-Smith met with Stephen Rickitt and Maria Armstrong, NCC on site.  Stephen Rickitt had stated that the gravelled area needs to be left until the situation has been resolved.  Stephen Rickitt’s proposal is to give 3 alternatives to the residents which he will pursue.  The likely option will be a double track installed down past the cottages and the track re-instated.  Officers from NCC Highways department are to visit the site to undertake a survey of the area.  Mr Rickitt will be contacted for timescales and a letter confirming the 3 alternatives.  

· Ryal Common.  It was agreed to write to Maria Armstrong/Stephen Rickitt to ask if Ryal Common can be registered as a common/village green.  He will be asked for his recommendations as to what the Parish Council should do and whether the area should be preserved as a common.  The Parish Council would like the option of taking over the area, as with the other village greens.  Mr Robson is aware that this area has been a common for over 100 years and Mr Douglass had seen a document confirming this.  

· Commons Scheme.  Mr Rickitt will be contacted to ask when the 3 months consultation period is over and when does the Parish Council become responsible for the village greens.  

k)
Fenwick Play Area.  Minute 227 refers.  Mr Douglass had spoken to Mr Howe from Fenwick and he 
advised that the kerbs had been removed.  Matfen Estates had agreed to allow the play area and they 
would like an agreement drawn up which would give them the option to take back ownership of the
area, if necessary.  The Parish Council would need to be responsible for the area.  Mr Douglass had 
spoken to NCC who will not assist in this matter.  The area would need to be fenced and added to the 
Parish Council’s insurance policy.  

0246.
FINANCE

a) Accounts for payment.  It was proposed by Mr John Telford, seconded by Mr Frank Robson and AGREED accounts on the list attached be paid.
b) Accounts up to 31 October 2011.  It was AGREED to accept the balance of accounts up to 31 October 2011.  Balances of accounts as at 31 October 2011 were as follows: Current Account £1,370.58 and Savings Account £20,643.10.

c) PRECEPT.  It was proposed by Mr R Douglass, seconded by Mrs A Gregory-Smith and AGREED to levy a precept of £12,600 on NCC for the year 2012/2013.

	Payee 
	Detail 
	Cheque Issued
	VAT
	Net of VAT
	Cheque Number

	Mrs A Senior
	Clerical Services
	£272.94
	
	£272.94
	100625

	Matfen Village Hall
	Rental
	£10.00
	
	£10.00
	100626

	HMRC
	PAYE 7 and 8
	£68.20
	
	£68.20
	100627

	Mrs A Altay
	Cleaning – October
	£26.00
	
	£26.00
	100628

	Matfen Village Store
	Cleaning supplies
	£5.85
	
	£5.85
	100629

	Digley Associates
	Play area inspections
	£96.00
	£16.00
	£80.00
	100630

	Mrs A Altay
	Cleaning – September
	£29.25
	
	£29.25
	100631

	SLCC
	Membership 2012
	£23.50
	
	£23.50
	100632

	RBL Poppy Appeal
	Remembrance Day Wreath
	£30.00
	
	£30.00
	100633

	Christabel James
	Website Maintenance
	£45.00
	
	£45.00
	100634

	Matfen Village Hall
	Donation
	£100.00
	
	£100.00
	100635


.   
0247.
CORRESPONDENCE.  All correspondence received had been listed on the agenda and circulated.
0248.
WAR MEMORIALS TRUST.  Bulletin No 51, November 2011 received.  Copies available from the clerk on request.  

0249.
NCC, REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES.  List of polling places received where the council proposes to make changes.  No proposed changes for Matfen.

0250.
NALC.  Proposed subscription formula 2012-2013 received.  Matfen PCs subscription is to increase to £89.98 which is an increase of £4.12.

0251.
LOCAL COUNCILS CHARTER CONSULTATION.  Consultation draft of the Local Councils Charter received for comment and feedback.  Comments required by 31 December 2011.  It was agreed that Matfen PC would make no comment.  

0252.
ADDITIONAL GRASS CUTTING 2012/2013.  NCC is offering 3 extra grass cuts to extend the cutting period from 1 October 2012 to 2 November 2012 and give an earlier commencement date the following season of 18 March 2013 until 29 March 2013.  The charge of this service will be £263.06.  It was proposed by Mr Douglass, seconded by Mrs A Gregory-Smith and AGREED to accept this offer. 
0253.
DONATION.  It was proposed by Mr Douglass, seconded by Mr Telford and AGREED to donate £100 to Matfen Village Hall to help towards the cost of their increased insurance premium to cover the Bonfire Night event. 

0254.
QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS.  This was briefly discussed.  It was suggested that the Parish Council may make a donation to the Village Hall for any event they arrange.  .  

0255.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS.

All outstanding planning applications are listed on each agenda. It was proposed by Cllr Mrs A Gregory-Smith, seconded by Cllr J Telford and AGREED that the Council receive the details of Planning Decisions made by Northumberland County Council in accordance with the list circulated.  
0256.
BUS SHELTER, INGOE.  A discussion took place as to whether the bus shelter in Ingoe should be removed.  
It was agreed that the bus shelter is no longer needed and a notice will be placed on the notice board advising 
that the Parish Council are looking to remove the bus shelter.  
0257.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING.  The date of the next meeting is to be held on Monday 30th January 2012 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. Meeting dates for 2012 are as follows:  26 March 2012, 28 May 2012, 30 July 2012, 24 September 2012 and 26 November 2012.  
Signed as an accurate record____________________________________Chairman
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